LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION QUESTIONNAIRE 

FOR LOCAL LEAGUES

Contact for questions:  JoAnne Day, LWVSC Legislative Action Director

803.731.5282  jvday@yahoo.com

The LWVSC board is asking each local League to contact one, two or as many as is possible of your area’s members of the South Carolina General Assembly to complete a brief questionnaire. The answers will ONLY be used by LWVSC to help us understand how legislators think as we advocate on our issues. 

We are asking that you contact them between now and January 15th for a personal or at a minimum, a telephone interview using these attached questions. Two members may want to go together with one person as the questioner and the other as the note taker.

We want to gather information about their positions and concerns on key legislative issues. We then want you to send this information back to LWVSC by January 18. However, if you can’t get it done before than, please don’t let that stop you from doing it. We were hoping to have responses prior to our January 23 board meeting but it is not required.   

This will be a wonderful opportunity for your League to contact your local legislators and start building a relationship with them if you have not already done so.

On the following pages you will find questions for your legislators. Most of the questions apply to all legislators, but you may choose those that you think are most relevant to your locale. You may also add a few questions.   

Please note: we have enclosed our LWVSC POSITIONS IN BRIEF (please distribute to any and all) and we have provided background information by our LWVSC program experts that may be helpful as you ask these questions.

Questionnaire Return:  E-mail (preferred), fax, or postal mail to JoAnne Day

Email: jvday@yahoo.com, Fax: 803 765-0131; or Post to: JoAnne Day, 236 Loch Rd, Columbia, SC 29210

For a full statement of LWVSC positions, see AGENDA FOR ACTION 2009 – 2011 or go to our website: http://www.lwvsc.org/ourpositions.html
YOU MAY FIND YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS AND THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION AT: http://www.scstatehouse.gov/. Click “FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR” ON THE HOME PAGE.

Thank you for your help with this project.

JoAnne Day, LWVSC Legislative Action Director

League of Women Voters South Carolina

PO Box 8453, Columbia SC 29202

(803) 251-2726, www.lwvsc.org

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS – 2010 SESSION

NOTE:  The responses to these questions are for the use of LWVSC only and will not be released to the media or the general public.  Although space has been provided on the form, additional pages may be attached to allow room for answers.

Legislator’s Name:________________________________________________House or Senate District__________

Interviewer(s):___________________________________________________Phone:________________
Recorder:_______________________________________________________Phone:________________

League of Women Voters of: ____________________________________________________________

Please make sure the Legislator’s name and appropriate district appear on each sheet.

INSTRUCTIONS:  E-mail (preferred), fax, or mail to JoAnne Day

Email:  jvday@yahoo.com, Fax: 803 765-0131 or mail to: JoAnne Day, 236 Loch Rd, Columbia SC 29210

Please record the Legislator’s answer in the space given or you may use a separate piece of paper with the number of the question and the Legislator’s name given.

1. As falling state revenue reduces the distribution of state funds to cities and counties through Aid to Subdivisions, while millage caps and assessment caps limit the growth of property tax revenue, how do you propose to ensure that cities and counties have enough money to provide basic public services to their citizens?

Background: Aid to Subdivisions is a specific percentage of General Fund revenue from the last completed budget year, so there is a one year lag.   Aid to Subdivisions money is distributed on a per capita basis to cities and counties, with most of it going to counties.  As the General Assembly takes more funds off budget and diverts them into designated funds, the base on which Aid to Subdivisions is calculated gets smaller.  The millage caps were imposed in Act 388. The assessment caps slow the growth of the property tax base, which has been an important source of revenue growth for cities and counties.

ANSWER:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
In the light of tight budgets, the impact of Act 388, and the assessment cap that limits growth of property tax revenue to school districts, how do you propose that we ensure adequate and equitable funding for Pre K - 12 education in South Carolina?

 Background: Just as we got back to fully funding base student cost in the Education Finance Act formula in the last few years, we hit another budget crunch.  Revenue growth from traditional sources--sales and income tax--is expected to be slow for the next several years.  Legislators may be persuaded to consider other sources, including the cigarette tax. Act 388 provides very limited growth from the owner-occupied housing share of the tax base, which is no longer taxed for school operating millage. Instead, districts receive a payment labeled property tax relief that gives them the 2006 revenue they had been receiving from that property, with an adjustment factor for inflation and growth of student population that will make school operating revenue grow much more slowly than in the past. The impact varies greatly from district to district, depending on (among other things) what share of their tax base is owner-occupied residential property.


The Abbeville County School District court case, still under review, did call for expanded funding 
for 4K education. The Legislature responded by initiating a small 4K pilot in a limited number of 
districts with continuation dependent on annual approval of the Legislature. LWVSC wants the 
Legislature to make 4K for all at-risk children a permanent program and extend 4K to the 
remaining 47% (17,000) of low income 4 year olds not currently receiving 4K benefits.

ANSWER:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
What kind of incentives and/or tax credits would you support to increase the use of public transportation, development of wind, solar, geothermal, and tide energy sources, as well as 
encourage conservation within existing systems?  Do you have other energy conservation ideas?
Background: The League of Women Voters of South Carolina believes that we can build a stronger economic future by investing in a clean energy economy that creates jobs at home, saves money and lessens our dependence on fossil fuels and foreign control.  Furthermore, with a combination of energy conservation, greater efficiency in the use of electricity, increased development of renewable resources, and a new commitment to public transportation we will realize a more sustainable future for our state. 
ANSWER:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
What kinds of legislative reform to increase registration and participation in elections would you support? How would you try to balance the goals of protecting our elections and increasing citizen access to our democratic processes? For example, no excuse absentee voting legislation would allow any qualified elector to vote absentee in person without an excuse before an election. Another bill would change the 30-day ban on voter registration.

Background:  South Carolinas restrictive voting laws have historically depressed participation in our democratic processes, especially among low-income, young and minority voters. As a result, SC ranks 40th in percentage of registered voters (65%), and only 28% of eligible young citizens are registered. In our recent election, South Carolinians voted absentee in record numbers showing a clear need for more than one day to vote.

ANSWER:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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