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LWVSC Action Alert: Protect South Carolina citizens’ access to voting

March 16, 2009

ACTION REQUESTED: We need your help today.  

Please take a moment now and let your voice be heard on this important issue. Your action WILL make a difference.
· Call your state senator and tell him to oppose voter photo ID. 

· Go to http://www.scstatehouse.gov/html-pages/senatemembers.html to find your state senator’s contact information. To find who your senator is and to see who is on the Judiciary Committee, go to the end of this action alert. *

· Please forward this alert to your network of family, colleagues, friends and organizations.

Main Message: 

I am calling you to express my strong opposition to legislation that would require voters to obtain and show a government-issued photo ID before exercising their constitutional right to vote. I urge you to vote to oppose 

such legislation. 


Tell them you oppose voter photo identification requirements because: 

· Unnecessary legislation—No data support the need for this legislation. Incidence of individual voter fraud by impersonation of another voter is extremely rare, and the State Election Commission knows of no such case 
in recent history. 
· Costs — The Office of State Budget estimates over $850,000 in lost revenue annually to the State Highway Fund from elimination of fees for DWV-supplied photo ID cards, along with additional one-time estimated costs of $113,500. Not included in these estimates are the expected costly legal challenges South Carolina 

would incur, as has been the case in other states.

· Potential for more problems at the polls—Requiring poll workers to request and compare photos and signatures for voters will place additional burdens on already crowded polling places. Longer lines will 

discourage qualified voters.

· Impact on the elderly, low-income, minority and disabled voters—Many of these citizens do not have a current driver’s license and are among South Carolina’s estimated 300,000 registered voters lacking government-issued photo IDs. Although DMV-issued ID cards would be free, fees related to acquiring 

supporting documents like birth certificates and transportation costs to the DMV could be prohibitive.

· Impact on out-of-state college students in South Carolina—Bill prevents out-of-state college students from voting in their local precincts because college IDs, used with voter registration cards, would no longer be 

permitted. Out-of-state driver’s licenses would not be allowed as well.

· The right to vote, and to have that vote counted, is the most important civil right. Unduly restrictive photo ID requirements are one of the greatest threats to fair and equal voting rights today. State legislators should encourage full participation of the State’s citizenry, not needlessly restrict the right to vote.

BILL BACKGROUND

In the wake of the Supreme Court decision on the Indiana voter ID law the SC House of Representatives passed legislation on March 3 that would require a voter ID as a prerequisite to voting in South Carolina. The bill has been introduced in the Senate and sent to the Judiciary Committee. It is currently in the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 

(Campsen, chair; Cleary; Scott). The bill will likely retain its House number, 3418. 

This bill calls for all registered voters to show at the polls a valid photo ID issued by the state (SC driver’s license or ID card issued by the SC Department of Motor Vehicles), a passport or a military ID in order to vote. A poll manager would be required to compare the photograph and the signature on the ID with the person and the signature on the poll book and verify that the photograph and signature are those of the person seeking to vote.

* FIND YOUR LEGISLATOR

Go to http://www.scstatehouse.net/cgi-bin/zipcodesearch.exe or to the LWVSC Legislative Action Center, http://www.capwiz.com/lwvsc/state/main/?state=SC. Type your zip code in the space provided.

Members of Senate Judiciary Committee (Click on name for contact information.) 

McConnell, Glenn F. , Chm.


Martin, Shane R.
Bright, Lee




Massey, A. Shane
Campbell, Paul G. , Jr.



Mulvaney, J. Michael "Mick"
Campsen, George E. "Chip" III


Nicholson, Floyd
Cleary, Raymond E. III



Rankin, Luke A.
Coleman, Creighton B.



Rose, Michael T.
Davis, Thomas C. "Tom"


Scott, John L. , Jr.
Ford, Robert




Sheheen, Vincent A.
Hutto, C. Bradley



Shoopman, Phillip W.
Knotts, John M. "Jake" , Jr.


Williams, Kent M.
Lourie, Joel
Malloy, Gerald






Martin, Larry A.





FOR INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATION AND THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

To see a copy of a bill, go to http://www.scstatehouse.net/cgi-bin/web_bh10.exe. Type the bill’s number in the box provided, e.g., 3418.

LWVSC Advocacy 101 Handbook is an essential tool for navigating the S.C. legislative process. It can be downloaded at http://www.lwvsc.org/files/lwvadvocacymanual.pdf. 

LWV POSITION THAT SUPPORTS THIS ACTION

Citizen’s Right to Vote:”The League of Women Voters believes that voting is a fundamental citizen right that must 

be guaranteed” (LWVUS Impact on Issues). 

The right of every citizen to vote has been a basic League principle since its origin.

