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serving south carolina voters:

Suggested activities in preparation for the 2008 election season

 For more information, contact LWVSC Voters Service Vice-President Alice Henderson at 864-579-1803 or AHENDERSON@uscupstate.edu.

· Work with area colleges and technical schools to register students, keeping in mind that students are more likely to vote if registered at their school address than at their home address and voting absentee. Students will need to list a street address rather than a P.O. box address. 

· Work with area high schools to arrange voter registration drives for all students who will be 18 by November 4, 2008, and are thereby eligible to vote in the January 2008 presidential primaries.

· Work with the local Department of Corrections and Probation and Parole officials to establish a system whereby felons who have completed their probation and/or parole receive voter registration forms. Ex-felons ARE able to register and vote in South Carolina.

· If all polling places won't be open for Republican and Democratic presidential primaries, work to see that proper notification is given to voters whose usual polling place has changed.

· As under-registration is more prevalent among citizens under 25 and among citizens with less income and education, target League voter registration efforts in these communities. Partner in these initiatives with other advocacy groups, such as the NAACP or Urban League. 

************

Early Registration for Those Who Turn 18 

before Election Day 2008

From the SC State Election Commission (http://www.scvotes.org/)

     Registration is underway for those who will turn 18-years old on or before the November 4, 2008 General Election.  Those who register will be eligible to participate in the November General Election, the State Primaries in June, and the Presidential Primaries in January.  Those 17-year-olds who register are eligible to participate in only the January and June primaries until they turn 18. 

     State law provides for this early registration allowing all voters eligible to participate in the General Election to also participate in the political parties' nominating process for candidates whose name will appear on the General Election ballot.  According to S.C. Code of Laws section 7-5-180, those individuals who are not yet 18-years-old but will turn 18 before the next ensuing General Election, and who otherwise qualify to vote, have the right to register beginning 120 days prior to the closing of the books of a preceding primary.  The earliest primary associated with the 2008 General Election is the Republican Presidential Primary, scheduled for January 19, 2008.  The last day for voters to register will be December 19, 2007.  The first date for those who are not yet 18 to begin registering is 120 days prior to that, which is August 22, 2007.

     Note:  Both parties may change the date of their presidential preference primary up until 90 days prior to the election.

************

Turning Young Voters On and Out

Susan Roehrich, LWV/Charleston Area Voters Service Committee

     An article published April 8, 2007, (http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/208059/amendment_would_allow_17_yearolds_right.html) identified nine states as having legislation allowing 17-year-olds who turn 18 prior to a general election to vote in the respective primary.  The states cited in the article were Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, and Virginia. 

     Contact was made to each state to seek confirmation of the legislation. Eight states confirmed via e-mail that “yes, 17 year olds may vote in a primary preceding a general election by which time they will turn 18.”  However, Maryland reported (per Linda Lamone, Maryland Administrator of Elections) that they no longer have such legislation--They did at one time, but it was changed; now voters must be 18 to vote in a primary as well other elections.

     Interestingly, Nebraska alone allows registered 17-year-olds to vote in any and all elections/primaries as long as they turn 18 by the 2nd Monday of November. Neil Erickson, Nebraska Assistant Secretary of State, confirmed this.

     Based on a survey conducted by the LWV/Charleston Area, two additional states, West Virginia and South Carolina, allow 17-year-olds to vote in the primary preceding a general election for which they will be 18.  

************
about Young Voters

Joan Dehne, LWV/Charleston Area Voters Service Co-Chair

· In South Carolina, the population of young voters – those who would be 18 years of age by the general election and could vote in preceding primaries (January & June 2008)--is likely over 60,000. (Source: SC Statistical Abstract July 2006 US Census population 15-19 years of age)

· According to Chris Whitmire (SC Election Commission) law allowing South Carolina 17-year-olds to vote in the primary preceding a general election goes back as far as 1962, and probably 1950 in some wording.

· According to the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE), young people exhibited one of the highest voter turnouts in a mid-term election (24 % in 2006 compared with 20 % in 2002). Their presence was indeed felt, particularly in battleground states where the races were particularly close.

· Research shows that it only takes a citizen two or three times of consecutive voting to become a habitual voter. Thus, if young voters turn out in record numbers once again in the 2008 presidential election, they will most likely continue to do so throughout their lifetime, making them an important voting bloc. Recent elections have shown that it is critical for young people to vote. The political views of young voters have shown to be different from that of older voters. Thus, if they do not vote, their voices will be effectively silenced. Given the high stakes involved in the upcoming presidential election, young people cannot afford not to vote. Young voters have the sufficient numbers not only to effectuate change, but also to have their voices heard by politicians, who in the end only respond to those groups who can keep them or kick them out of office. (Source: Heidy Sanchez, Concordiensis,Union College, NY)

· Studies show that once you vote, you are 29% more likely to vote in the next election. (CIRCLE)

· In 2004, young voter turnout increased more than in any election since 18 year olds won the right to vote 35 years ago. Turnout among our nation’s youngest voters ages 18-24 increased 11 percentage points from 36 percent to 47 percent. (CIRCLE)

· Both parties have a real incentive to target young voters today. Democrats won the youth vote (age 18-29) in 2004 by 9 points. However, polling shows that the youngest voters who identify as Republican are more loyal and more intensely Republican than their older counterparts. (CIRCLE)

· Research shows that the most effective method of generating a new voter is an in-person door knock by a peer. (CIRCLE)

· An experiment in which high school students were taught to use a voting machine raised turnout dramatically. (CIRCLE)
************







The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to men and women of all ages.


